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New position: director of government affairs at the Richmond-
based law firm of Williams Mullen.
Previous position: director of government relations at Virginia
Commonwealth University and VCU Health System 
Birthplace: Beaver Falls, Pa. 
Education: bachelor’s degrees in political science and French, Ran-
dolph-Macon College 
Career: VCU; director of the Virginia Quality Healthcare Network;
coalition organizer for the Virginians for a Healthy Future Coalition;
director of public policy for the Virginia Dental Association; staff
assistant for former U.S. Sen. Rick Santorum; staff assistant for
former U.S. Rep. John Linder; and intern for former Del. L. Preston
Bryant.
Best career move: “While my time working at the federal level was
very educational and exciting, returning to Richmond and re-engaging
in state government was a very positive career move.” 
Career goals: “I hope to continue to learn about and shape health
care policy, but also become more knowledgeable about additional
policy areas so I can continue to grow as a consultant and improve
my abilities to serve our clients.” 
Best advice ever received: “My first mentor told me that in politics
it is paramount to always be completely truthful and remain commit-
ted to your word to ensure that your integrity and character are
never questioned. When I began doing consulting work, I was told to
remember the client always comes first, and that has proved to be
invaluable advice as well. The best life advice I ever received came
form my mother, who reminds me often that what does not kill us
only makes us stronger.” 
Most difficult situation faced on the job: “Learning to advocate
for a client’s interest while also providing advice.” 
Career tip for students: “Always express appreciation and thanks,
both orally and in writing.” 
What motivates her? “Surpassing client expectations and doing all
I can to make my boss and teammates look good.” 
Role model: “My grandmother who, despite coming from a family
that had very little, still put herself through nursing school while
raising a family. She was extremely compassionate and giving and
always put others’ needs before her own. She embodied elegance
and social grace, yet remained humble.” 
Family: Single 
Pastimes: Running, reading and baking. 
Most memorable book: “To Kill a Mockingbird.” “Through it, I
learned many life lessons, including the importance of compassion
and acceptance of others, that life is not always fair but that the
truth prevails and justice is ultimately served. It enlightened me and
exposed me to a time and place I didn’t know existed.” 
Favorite food: Virginia wine and Mom’s apple crisp.
Ideal vacation: “Anywhere warm and tropical and any time I can
spend with family in Pennsylvania.” 

Decision Maker

Nicole Pugar

NAME CHANGE
Kaplan & Frank PLC has changed its
name to Kaplan Voekler Cunning-
ham & Frank PLC, effective Jan. 3.
The name change is a result of Tom
Voekler and Chip Cunningham joining
the law firm as equity partners after
leaving Hirschler Fleischer. The law firm
focuses on capital markets, mergers
and acquisitions, real estate devel-
opment and investment, bankruptcy
and creditors’ rights, litigation and
general business representation. It is
based in Richmond, with an office in
Alexandria.

GENERAL NEWS
Crimson Informatics Inc., a Henrico
County-based company that provides
drivers with data-capture devices and
statistical analysis of that data, raised
$1.8 million in financing from two in-
vestors late last month.
The money will be used to expand
Crimson’s technology and bolster sales
and marketing.
The company received $1.7 million from
Safeguard Scientifics Inc., a venture
capital fund that provides growth
capital and operational support to
entrepreneurial and innovative life
sciences and technology companies.
QED Investors, an early stage investor
in big data companies, also participated
in the financing round.

AWARDS
The Urban Land Institute Richmond
2011 Vision Awards recognize firms,
organizations, local governments,
projects and individuals in the Rich-
mond area who are leaders in ad-
vancing the mission of its work. The
winners are:
♦ Lincoln Mews, for Best Overall
Project. The Better Housing Coalition
took the rundown 300-unit Lincoln
Manor apartment complex off North
Avenue in North Richmond and rebuilt it
into 245 energy-efficient units with
open spaces for walking and playing,

and renamed it the Lincoln Mews. The
winner is noted for conserving natural
resources, minimizing the environmental
impacts, using energy-efficient features,
using eco-friendly landscaping, incorpo-
rating rain gardens and using designs
that encourage social interaction and a
sense of community.

♦ Mayor’s Pedestrian, Bicycle and
Trials Planning Commission, for the
Transportation/Infrastructure
Award. This award recognizes projects
that use sustainable or green design
principles, incorporate recycled materi-
als and aim for environmental excel-
lence.

♦ Lincoln Mews, for the Sustainable
Development Award. This award goes
to the project that exemplifies the use
of sustainable or renewable features,
such as walkability, reduced energy
demand, sustainable environmental
systems, urban infill, Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design and
cost savings to society.

♦ Miller & Rhoads mixed-use devel-
opment, for the Most Innovative
Project Award. This award goes to a
project that exemplifies resourcefulness
in its use of land, materials and energy
and an excellence in design, construc-
tion and economics.

♦ Innsbrook Area Study, for the
Leadership in Public Policy Award.
This award is designed to recognize a
public or private entity that through its
leadership addressed a public policy
issue, considered community needs,
engaged the public and with innovative
practices promoted a sustainable
community.

Company News, published each Mon-
day, reports on local company forma-
tions, business relocations and expan-
sions, awards and significant contracts.
Send information to: Trudy Knight,
Metro Business company news, Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch, P.O. Box 85333,
Richmond, VA 23293-0001; fax: (804)
649-6776; or email the item to met-
robiz@timesdispatch.com.

Company News
Michael J. O’Connor was presented the CEO
Award of Excellence from the Virginia Society
of Association Executives. This award is given
to an association professional who has been
nominated by peers in recognition of his or her
leadership and achievement. O’Connor is president
and chief executive officer of the Virginia Petro-
leum, Convenience & Grocery Association.

Robert M. Ramsey was presented the Associa-
tion Staff Award of Excellence from the
Virginia Society of Association Executives.
This award is given to an association staff profes-
sional who has been nominated by peers in recog-
nition of his or her contributions to their associa-
tion. Ramsey is director of dealer services for the
Virginia Auto Dealers Association. 

Michele Vetter Moker was presented the Asso-
ciate Member Award of Excellence from the
Virginia Society of Association Executives.
This award is presented to a supplier to the
association industry who has been nominated by
peers in recognition of leadership and dedication
to the organization and their employer. Moker is
senior sales manager at Omni Richmond Hotel.

Donna Sutton was awarded a fundraising and
development certificate from the Institute on
Philanthropy at the University of Richmond.
She is with Special Olympics Virginia.

Stacie Birchett was awarded a fundraising and
development certificate from the Institute on
Philanthropy at the University of Richmond.
She is with Virginia Health Care Foundation.

Nick Sollog was awarded a fundraising and
development certificate from the Institute on
Philanthropy at the University of Richmond.
He is with the University of Richmond.

Bethanie Constant was awarded a fundraising
and development certificate from the In-
stitute on Philanthropy at the University of
Richmond. She is with UMFS.

Holly Austin was awarded a fundraising and
development certificate from the Institute on
Philanthropy at the University of Richmond.
She is with Midlothian Family YMCA.

Honors

Sutton Birchett 

Constant Austin 

Sollog

Trades made by directors and officers
sometimes are done so according to an
advance written trading plan.

CARMAX INC.

♦ William C. Wood Jr., an officer,
exercised options for 40,000 shares Dec.

23 at $17.20 per share.

CONVENTRY HEALTH
CARE INC.

♦ Patrisha Louise Davis, an officer,
exercised options for 4,000 shares Dec.
29 at $12.69 per share.

— Thomson Financial Reports

Insider Periscope


